Field Trip: AG Day at the Capital, Sacramento

What a wonderful day.Thanks to Heather Hadwick for inviting us. We contacted Butte
County Farm Bureau to help line up the day. BRWF member Colleen Cecil shared her
wealth of knowledge on all things agriculture. Plus my sweet friend April Angel-Goff at
Chatterbox Cafe who made us some delicious breakfast boxes that soaked up the
mimosas and coffee. We ended with a lovely farm-to-fork meal together in celebration
of friendship and learning at Ella’s Dining Room and Bar. -Kirsten Southam




Ag Day at the Capital, part two

Ag Day is an annual exposition that draws farm groups, university agriculture
programs (including CSU Chico’s), the district fairs from around the state, and
youths. It's about celebrating the amazing bounty of California and the people who
grow it. It’s also about educating my urban colleagues — and that is most of them
about what happens out in the fields.

It’s easy to forget the importance of California’s farms, but they produce more than 400 different kinds
of crops, including more than half the nations’ vegetables and three-quarters of its fruit and nuts. In the
Sacramento Valley, our growers are the state’s top producers of rice, but also walnuts, prunes, olives
and kiwifruit, while our North State mountain pastures are some of the top producers of hay to keep
livestock thriving for milk and meat. If you're enjoying a diverse and healthy diet, you almost certainly
have a California farmer to thank for it.

Farmers everywhere deal with weather, droughts, pests, equipment breakdowns and unpredictable
markets. They're tough. But the Legislature creates only-in-California challenges that are a serious
burden when you sell commodities in global agricultural markets.

We need to support and protect California’s amazing farm economy. Thanks to all who came to Ag Day to
tell the story of our state’s growers. -Senator Megan Dahle
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